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^Letters "to the editor 

( 

— L Missile test data 

While 1 was pleased to see cover- 
age of the American Security Coun- 
cil's panel on SALT verification, Ver- : 
non Guidry's article (Jan. 5) missed 
the essence of the controversy over 
Soviet concealment of missile test 
data. A. fit v 

The Soviet practice of 'transmit^ 
ting such data by means of a secret- 
code from an. inflight missile to a 
ground station makes it virtually' 
impossible for U.S. intelligence serv- 
ices-tp learn whether the missile 1 , 
being tested "is MIRVeit, Being ,abl«-’ 
to'.detemine if a missileTs MIRVed, 
will be critical to verifyingSALT JJ.^- 

.’S.L * .W'.?, 

c* ■" :• " * -v*-' : ■ ■**•*■•& w*. 1 *- ■'< 

.'• At Geneva,' the Soviets proposed.to 
'stop coding such missile test data if 
the data are important to SALT., But; 

;the Soviets would decide what data 
are important to SALT,' and all: 

^unimportant” data theypoi^d: forty 
tinue to encode - r ,. • 

Z , In other words, we would trust the' 

Russians: not to conceaLdata that 

pimvedthey were violatingSALT, A 

• - Of course; such a proposal did lit- 
( '.tie to satisfy SALT critics„.k, , s', A 

V Brieh Benson , t 

.V , ' r - ■ lEdifor, Con 5er vat »v« Digest ^ 

Falls Church, Va. i ■ ’’ 
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